“It is not light that we need, but éi it is not the gentle showebut thunderWe need the storm, the whirlwind, and thetkquake’ - Frederick Douglas Hurricane Rita Update

By Common Grounds Collective,
09/21/05

Rita is a strong category 5 hurricane
with winds over 165 mph. The fore-
cast track for Rita brings the storm
into the Texas coast on Saturday
Storm forecasts for more than two

days out are not reliable and should
not be used for planning. New Or-
leans may expect winds of tropical
storm strength - over 39 mph. East
. New Orleans is still under mandatpry
but not forced, evacuations with con-

cern for flooding.West New Orleans
(including Algiers) is under voluntary
evacuations and is currently acces-
sible to relief volunteers.

French Quarter Struggles With Crisis
Residents Defy Evacuation Begin Rebuilding
By David, 09/09/05

"I've got no time for talking.
I've got to keep on walking.
N. O. is my home"

- Walkin' To New Orleans

New Orleans-September 9, 2005- the destruction laid upon New
Orleans and the surrounding region has been devastating. Many
sections of the city continue to be submerged in toxic waters.
Countless streets are impassable due to debris and flooding. The
military has begun house-to-house searches hoping to find sur-
vivors, but are mostly finding otherwise. It is estimated that
thousands are dead. Corpses dwell in the putrid floodwaters, and
in the ruined homes in which they once lived. Electricity is still
out.

New Orleans resident Mike Powls, 46, sits and has a drink {thaj Watford, a member of the group, stated, "we found a brigks dusk approached, David Richardson leaned up against a post
Molly’s, one of the two bars open in the French Quafen gl that was completely collapsed into the street. It was inen Decatur street and summed up this Quarters spirit of self-
asked about the time immediately following the hurricane, MikSassable except maybe by a hummer... brick by brick we pickeeliance; "This is what | call the '‘Committee of 75'. Nobody is
says, “the first week after Katrina, for all practical purposegyp that wall and stacked them against this building on the sidgiving orders. There are enough people that know what needs
capital property relations disappeared in New Orleans.” walk." to be done and we talk it over

The breakdown in the established order was compounded byrige Red Shirts aren’t the only new organization in town. Reif there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess
four to six day lull between Katrina and the arrival of federadiore the Erench Quarter (RFQ) came together shortly after #oefavor freedom and’ yet depreciate agitation, are men who
aid. For some communities, especially the low lying ones, thigvies broke. RFQ, which includes forty volunteers, has cleargghnt crops without plowing up the ground. They want rain
spelled absolute disastdfor neighborhoods that were fortunateneir share of down trees and rubbage. One of their fist acts Wa$hout thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the
enough to escape flooding, there was still the desperate needgtgnake Esplanade, a major street marking the border of th&ful roar of its many waters. This struggle may be a moral
find drinking water and food. neighborhood, passable by vehicle. one; or it may be a physical one; or it may be both moral and

. ] ) ) ) physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing
In the French Quarter, which had no water damage, peomgyond cleaning, the group has built a public stockpile of negjithout a demand. It never did and it never will. Find out just

acted fast. Within 48 hours, residents formed ad hoc commgssary items. These include food, water, tools, clothes, etc. (gat a people will submit to, and you have found out the exact
nity centers and created new organizations to try and addregds and the organization are located in a makeshift headquafrount of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon
their acute needs. ters on the corner of Esplanade and Decatl@ is a nine them; and these will continue till they are resisted with either

o . . thousand square foot three story building owned by actor Haffyords or blows, or with both. The limits of tyrants are pre-
Today it is estimated by neighborhood leaders that 200-3@@derson of Night Court fame. It is equipped with generators, &ribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress. Men may

people remain in the quarterike other parts of the region, fully stocked bar, and a large gas grill. RFQ has gone the exia get all they pay for in this world; but they must pay for all
living conditions are bad, but they are getting by in part becausgyp of stenciling white "RF@olunteer” t-shirts, printing pro- they get. If we ever get free from all the oppressions and wrongs
of the unity demonstrated by these residents. fessional looking ID badges, and writing and producing a Migeaped upon us, we must pay for theimoval. W must do this

sion statement. by labor by suffering, by sacrifice. and, if needs be, by our lives,

o and the livest of others.* Frederick Douglas
Standing in the HQ courtyard, RFQ member "Steve", who works

Two community centers have risen out of this storm. Both afg construction, declared that the groups’ initial action was "o

old wooden pubs. One is Molly'atThe Market on Decatur shortly after the disaster struck. Their first priority was to helpAnarChy in New Orleans?
Street; the other is Johnnhite’s on Bourbon Beet. The (istribute guns and ammunition to area residents to use in s&f P.J. Lilley, 09/02/05

former is open every day from 11am-6pm, and serves as a pl@efense. Since then they have turned their attention to fixing

Public Houses

for people to get together to exchange knowledge and resourGgesds and keeping people fed. Death and devastatioA chemical factory explosion. Fires rage
The latter does this too, but has evolved into a kind of shelter/ & tempers rise. Capitalist media around the world screamed the
supply depotffirst aid station. RFQ was in the process of gathering resources to repair a niv@adline "ANARCHY" today Days without food, watemedi-

ber of area roofs that were damaged by Katsivginds, when a cal supplies.
"We are the community centdt started out as just a bar andrymor stopped them in their trackgesterdayword got around
then people started bringing food here. People started bringigigt either the local or federal government was close to enfoltés very important to the war-makers, lawmakers, and oil in-
clothes and waterSuddenly it became a soup kitchen and aing the mandatory evacuation. This rumor gained validity eavestors to submerge the real definition of anarchy: mutual aid
homeless centgrsaid Johnnywhite’s bartender Joe Bellamg |ier in the day when a number of Louisianaa8e Troopers Wwithout government, co-operation in solidarignd ORDER.
former Para-rescuer in thar Force. entered Johnnyhite’s and initially demanded that patronsTheir authoritarian control is deeply threatened by their own

leave with them to be evacuatetfter some heated words, thecomplete failure to meet basic needs. Their authority has rested
Many of the supplies are donated by residents. It is commoryoopers were convinced to call their superiors for confirm®n the divides of class, on misogyny and racism. Capital's media
when a person decides to evacuate, for them to drop off thglin. As things went, thdroopers left with no one in tovEven pitches images of black men with bags as "looters", while a
useful belongings to one of these centers. In the last few days, the story and fear of a looming forced removal spread likghter-skinned man is carrying "something he found". They
they have also been receiving goods from the National Guafgidfire across the French Quarter didn't get pictures of the corrupt police, allowed iialMart
and Army. Even so, much of what comes in has been "looted". for "relief measures" instead loading their car trunk with DVDs
However, few take issue with people acquiring basic necessitigg| of us are hunkering down and hiding in our residences. &nd dogfoodThe rulers have no humanijtgnly profit inter
through whatever means available to them. Ride Hamilton, 2§at stupid or what? There are hundreds, even thousandsests. They continue madly pouring billions into war, while ex-
a network analyst and artist, who himself has acquired a Iarggome right here that would be active voluntel#s. know this pecting "charities” will bail out New Orleans.
assortment of basic necessities, had this to say: "you go dowrcf§ like the back of our handsVe are not driving around like
places... that [has] already been broken into, I've never brok@fississippi cops that donknow this placeWe know what Law is not orderBush knew that levee would fail in at least
into a place, but you go in after the people and usually if thye're doing, where everything is, and how to get resouitles. 2001. Those who "chose not to evacuate" were the poor, black,
open up... police take supplies they want first, then they guagdn get this place back up and running. They [the governmeelglerly.. while the rich had long left for their second homes,
it as other people go in and tfsatvhere | get all of my things". need to leave the French Quarter alone, and let us do this," s@ite hotels and elsewhere. But it doesn't stop there, as the ruling

Steve of RFQ. class seem determined to make things even worse. Now the
On a typical daythe tavern provides services for dozens of Governor of Louisiana brings in the National Guard - many
residents, and until recently was one of the only places wheggrenwatt, 61, a small bar owner and RFQ member added, "weung shell-shocked soldiers freshly returned from Iraq - "M-
people could receive first aid, administered by BellaHgmilton,  are survivors who live her&Ve can take care of ourselves”. 16's locked and loaded," she says about their killing capacity
and other volunteers. Hamilteneforts include stitching up an "and | expect they will". They are sent in like so many other
ear with a sewing needle and fishing line. Many have expressed fear of the shelters in Houston, as welln@rcenaries, first to protect private propeffgemember that

a strong desire to stay put. David Richardson, 56, a carridjeough the poverty draft, the south has already suffered among
"It doesnt matter if you're gaystraight, no matter race, reli- griver in the Erench Quarter who | met up with at Mallgaid, the heaviest casualties in Irag, where doubtless many boys sit
gion, no matter what your personal beliefs are, you come in afflis is my home, | want to stay with ithis is my city | love tonight wondering why they can't just come home to help their
need some food- you're getting ¥ou need some wateyou're  thjs city | love the French Quarterwant to be here to put it all families and neighbours, whether they themselves will make it

getting it," said Bellamy back togethet out alive.]A decent journalist fronToronto is nearly shot on
o sight for taking pictures of flagrant police brutality
People's Organizations Have RFQ been scared into non-action? The answer is no.

Tomorrow RFQ is planning a show of community solidarity byif this was anarchythere would be neighborhood bases estab-
Beyond these two community centers, new pesptajaniza- organizing residents in a massive cleanup starting near Jackshed much earlier to coordinate relief. Direct action toward
tions have coalesced around a grassroots recovery effort. Ogguare (the middle of the quarter). It is hoped that this displiigeration. Many people actually said it was the looters that first
commonly known as The Red Shirts came together as a band@f convince oficials that residents, far from being a liabijity distributed food and watePerhaps capital will not be able to
ten people who set out to clean the streets of the French Qua& a clear asset. recuperate. Possiblyinally, the bosses and their media lap-dogs
ter and administer first aid to any in need. This group continues may not escape the peoples' wrath on this one. Will it become
to hit the streets, wearing their trademark red, and impressipghile The Red Shirts and RFQ are the most visible organizaidely understood that another world is possible? "Disasters like
many with their self-imposed twelve-hour shift@ date, their tions, a number of other groups have also coalesced aroundttfie can only be met when ordinary people begin to work to-
most impressive achievements were the cleaning of the wreckggkic needs of survival. RFQ says that they have become avggther on a human level, to the best of their abilities helping

Jackson Square, and the removal of a fallen brick wall. of a new formation in the nearby Marigny neighborhood. Thgach other to get through, instead of relying on highly bureau-
organization, like RFQ, hopes to start reclaiming their streetgatic and irrational social abstractions to save them..." as 'Shevek'
WHIRL WIND! is a publication of the Nemesis Collectivefrom Katrinas ghost in the coming days. put it to Indymedia. "Then there will actually be anarchy in

(NEFAC). For more sedttp://www.nefac.net/katrina New Orleans". Justice? Just us. Get organized.



Night Patrol With The Vermont Sergeant Scott, who in the civilian world worksLooking at the underpass just outside the snitNew Orleans Resident Rescues Mules
National Guard as an auto mechanic in Burlington, statedarea of patrol, Sergeant Cramdon stated, “[IrBy David, 09/08/05
In The Shadow of Katrina and Ira “These guys [some Regul&rmy] don't un- Iraq] when you drove by they used to blow
By David, 09/07/05 q derstand.You dont want to piss dfthe people them [improvised explosives] up head level ajeyy Orleans, LA - In the wake of Hurricane
' who live in your back yard.Another Soldier you. At this bridge, 5lAlpha, is where a lot of Kkatrina, humans weren't the only ones left
Jeferson Parish. LA The Vermont National added_, “One guy got shot at the north gatshit hit the fan._ Right !n-between my tWO_homeless. So too were the dozens of mules
' there [in Iraqg], and two days later we got morHumvees, | was in the middle, and they blew 'hormally used to pull tourist carriages through

Guard has been distributing food and patrollinqt d UD riaht in-between and missed evervbod _
neighborhoods in Jefferson Parish for the las p g YPoUy the French QuarteMany of the stables in

week. OnTuesday September 6th, | joined them . don't know how they missed everybadut — which the animals lived were all but destroyed
on théir first night patrolAt six PM still light | asked if there was a ‘cause and effect’ regardhey missed everybodynbelievable. Right at i, the storm. In the days following, no one
| boarded a trugck \[/)vith tén solders’ from %he’ ls'{ng their conduct in Baghdad. “Exactly re- head level tooA lot of it over there was just really knew or cared, what became of them; no
of the 86th FieldArtillery. All of these men sponded Sgeant Cramdon. “du just want to luck. A lot of people were unluckya lot of gne that is except David Richardson.
served eleven months ?/n Irag. The returne(EV:eep the peace in the communityet them people were very lucky”
home February 29th, 2005 & Y now your there, but let them know your not ) . ~ Richardson, 56, worked as a carriage driver be-
’ ' there... When we were over in Iraq we wereA different Guardsman discussed his experiencggre the storm. | met him outside of Mol
. never proactive, we were always reactive,” saidlt was ok when you got passed the bridge, YOhub on Decatur Street. With a gruff salt and
6ld midle school. the solders foaded the MCT2MOM: know Mo being a drver and having a feaki'pepper beard, a Sight twang in is voice, biue
Y i explosive] go off and having my driver siG€ jeans, and a bone handled sheath knife on his
tlr?:n Tlh(;)é Z\?Idvcg I?r:(é:/e\)/ i;‘lg?eoghvev'}i:;oeixz?%ergeant Scott continued, “Like two days aftedoor blown open and having stuff flying out, itbelt, he isn’t exactly the stereotypical New
chaos that. flashed upon the nightl ngws SeV\/_ve got mortared, [the sheik] had heads at thkinda scarred the shit out of me... They couldn'torjeans resident. But then again, who is?
eral days before P gntly front gate.” Cramdon continued, “The sheikreally prepare us for it [in trainingikou kinda Richardson has lived in this city for 25 years.
4 ’ had somebodyg head... Cause he knew thatearned as you went.” Before that his roots go back to a small farm in
there’'d be repercussions to whoever was mor- Indiana, where his father had two mules. He
ish. Katrinas devastating power was evident taring the base so he came up with their headsSergeant Cramdon went on to discuss othgg|is me he has no plans to evacuate. In David’
) . - aspects of convoys in Iraq, ©¢'ll be driving opinion he can do more good in the city than
;Egg?shsvleripmzz gg:ﬁ tshne?%idar::ze gggsgtkﬁ'asked them what is the real situation in Iragdown the road and these fuckers don't want t@g could in a refugee camis of Thursday (9/
was still outppOne gas station was .simply ﬂai/_how is the war progressing? Scott respondedvait for you behind the convoyou're doing gy more than fifteen mules have been rescued
’ . : _ “There’s the people who like us, the peoplesixty mile per hour in the conveyut they fom the rubbage largely because of him.
tened. | had never saw anything likeAt.sol that don't like us but don’t fuck with us, and want to do sixty-five, seventyrhey’ll get into

\(ji\llgrsteuerrr:(?g éc;vgﬁrdc;sd'we and said, “Better tharEhen theres the people who fuck with us.”  the oncoming lane and just play chicken all th@[lnitially] | wrangled about eight of them back

way down the roadAnd then you'll just see it. 1o an area down here in front of my house so

We reached the sector assigned to the uni'tAanther soldier stated, “a lot of the insurgentdVHAM!... Multi-car pile up cause he hit an- e could get them across the lake yesterday

Holms Avenue. The truck drove through the pulled out of Falujah [when we attacked it].other car head on, there had to be fourteengjth the LSUVetenary Rescue,” said Richardson.

area to get a feel for it. One house had thg,oon as we go into Falujah all hell broke looséifteen dead people there... [Including] a dead

entire second floor wall torn from st'framing. th?ghﬁad' Scott |nsert%d,‘ Inh_Rﬂmzm too.infant. Richardson says that fsetecovered at least
I could see into what was once a persdped- | H'2LS Where our guys are being hit hard now... _ ten more after this first batch. He is keeping
: - From what | understand we're getting beat ugl thought it was a doll.Two guys came run- them in a warehouse, making sure they have
room. It looked like a giant, postmodern , . ) . - . ) 9 y
: pretty good over there todVe're loosing a lot ning up. Picked it up. It was a baljust jello — jenty or water and grass until they too can be
dollhouse, made to appear in a war zone. . . . plenty g y
of Vermonters over there now mutilated,” said another soldier evacuated. Some of these he rescued with the
R ) . . ) ) aid of two Boarder Patrol agents and twelve
of the street. Four more at the othérde- Il talked of h_avmg to fire their weapons regu-Much of the night was spen_t speak|_ng of warmen from aTexas Sherifs Department who
larly. One soldierhelmet pushed forward, nearly When | asked what it was like coming homepe has recently enlisted in the effort.

parted with the laterThe two groups were : - - . g . .
. sleeping, said he only fired his gun once irone Guardsman, who will remain unnamed re-
maybe three miles apart. The plan was for them

to slowly walk towards each other, with theelleven mont_hs. The others quked at him. Som_ealled, When | came back, | was having someHe. recalls yesterdqy morning when some of_his
truck patrolling in-between. with near disbelief. Still leaning back, hardlyissues with not being able to calm down. | Waseighbors woke him up to say they saw five

bothering to open his eyes he said,e\tirew wound up all the time. Maybe three or fourmyles in front of their house. By the time he,
rocks when other people were shooting bultimes | had slight anxiety attacks. I'd have tothe Boarder Patrol, and Sheriffs arrived, “they

ets.” get up and walk around, and calm myself downthe neighbors] had two mules already tied up

windows, all the alleyways; this would be a very, ) , | went into the doctor cause one day my heaih their yard. [There was also a] white mule we
. ) . Rocks don’'t do to good when they're shoot-was flipping out, shit like that.” He went on, cguidnt catch. So we lead the two dowwve

dangerous situation back in Baghdad. Mayb?n bullets at you,” argued Sergeant Cramdon. Iso | went to my doctor and he [said] ‘it seem oy

subconsciouslymaybe through intent, the group 2 you,” arg g : Y Sthought she’d followUn ah. [It took] all twelve

fell into military formation. It was the first thought of the Palestinian youth who throwyou got a little bit of Post Traumatic Stressyf that sherif's posse, two boarder patrol guys,

time this unit was activated for such duty sinceStone.s as. the‘ Israefh_rmy. Sepgeant Cramdon Disorder going _onAnd it's not I|’ke _I m de-  |my friend] john and about five other civilians
Irag. We continued on. was right; their fate is often death. pressed, or suicidal or anything, I'm just woundypout an hour and a half till we got that little

up, you know? | don't know if you've heard of gir|. we never did catch hewe herded her

The subtropical heat barred down on us. | askegihe stone thrower answered, &/\his unit] the drug zoloft or what not, but that shits ex-gown by the other mules and got her to run in

We rolled through the streets of flgbon Par

Four Guardsmen were dropped off at one en

As we walked Sergeant Cramdon, the squa
leader said how strange this felll the open

how they were doing in their heavy fatigues. idn't get shot at. pensive. the gate.”

“Every one of us was over [for eleven months],, . . . \ s - .

We went on the last deployment to Irag. I'm You _d|dnt g(it shot at? | canbelieve it.Thats “Did the military pay for it?” | asked. Richardson then looks me in the eyes, and asks

used to the healThe humidity is another stary unbgllev:\bls_, coulntereijd Cramdé)n.é\/ull ;/1\/_ere . lar d d they’ in a sincere tone, “au ever try to wrangle

said Sergeant Cramdon. getting fucking plowed every day... Thirteen*l went to my regular doctor and they're nothorses on a bicycle? | guarantee you it would
days straight we got hit. VA certified, so | went to th&A to go get it pake you healthy He laughs.

L . coved through th&/eteransAdministration, and
Moving into the side streets of what appeare foolishly pointed out the obvious and saidthey don’t buy name brand drugs, they use “ ” i i
to be a working class neighborhood of smal y b y y gs. they 9€rhe “Buggy Man”, as he refers to himself, is

ranch houses, it was not long before we hea:}é‘at it must have been stressful. Sergeanteric shit. The shit that they gave me makefot just concerned with the mules. Like so

gunshots. They came in groups of four an ramdon pardoned my flair for the obviousme sick. Makes me want to throw up. So | kindmany other New Orleans residents, he has done

five. Fifteen shots in all, emanating from a fewand answered, “That’'the biggest question | of stopped taking it. what he can for those in need. He recounts

blocks awayThe squad leader called for backd0t When we came back. It must have been treating a young man for heat exhaustion. He

o Winen e rick arivd they moved tople2¥ % 08 UL 1n8 L b, | e eier sl et e hrl sl of 8 e st o rase morl i
wards the shotsA few residents, those who | . 9 ‘ we gaiep the French Quarter
; it... because you leave the wire ands igll
refused to evacuate, directed the Guard towards . - . . .
ottled up in you. Stress and everything, yoi'he night eventually grew into morninéds  «rqr Labor Day | did a parade [with] one buggy

the perceived source. | was given the advicE
that “If we get shot at, find cover wherever
you can.”

now. So when you get hit you start firing backthe six o’clock hour again approached, wW&ye ysually have twentyWe came down here
and all the stress that you had built up in yolneaded back towards the base. | asked whenijgg the Quarter on Sunday with a big red and
comes out. | slept like a baby on the nightshe soonest the unit can be ordered back t@nite carriage and my big old red mule Sachmo.
The search lasted a good twenty minutes. nghen we got hit” Iraq? | come down Bourbon Street... | come c_iov’vn to
shooter was found. Still, walking through theAs the night wore on, there was little to do butFebruary” came the replySomeone ques- fhis par... We come down 1o Jonnri/hite's
neighborhood, the solders were husynumber ! P back on Bourbon Street]. | swear to God people

of people standing in their driveways Wouldmamtam vigilance, smoke cigarettes, and talktioned, “Does this deployment“extend_ that. had tears in their eyes when they saw the big
w . ; . | looked up and noticed the stars. | thoughSergeant Cramdon answered, “No, this is [a}arriage.”
ask, “When is the power coming on? Will you ge.

- i - .7 how ironic it was that many local residentsstate [mission].” “Shit,” said another
be patrolling all night? How are things going? . .
. - . were seeing the beauty of the stars for the first David gets choked up. In a cracked voice he
For most, this was the first sign of a govern-. : - . . . . . 9 p.
time in their lives thanks only to this sea oflf it were a federally directed mission, the'rcontinues, “ did it because we needed a vic-

ment response fo the destruction since thSestruction. The moment of reflection did notlikely re-deployment to Iraq would be pushedtory_ And by God we did it"A tear rolls down

storm hit, nearly a week befor€he Vermont-

ers would stop, answer what they could, remincliaSt long. _The co_nversatiqn again becaméack. “OneWeekend a Month.” My ass. his cheek.

them of the encroaching curfewnd then be gravely seriousAgain recollections of Baghdad ‘ ) ’

on their way filled the space. On_e soldler" announced, “Fuck “tha’t. I'm ”OtDespite the mandatory evacuation, Richardson
. i ) o going back.”Another ?nswered, al’ll have  has no plans to leave. “Dam right I'm staying.

As night drew near the two groups converged..[ln Irag we’d see] kids taking tires off of burn- to if they call you up.” It was left at that. | got two more [mules] out there | know of...

The commanding officer decided that they? TUCks- Tires would be on fire and theyd be =~ = . Ill find them by God.
h rolling them down the road,” said Cramdon.l inquired, “How long will the war last? How
would stay in and about the truck, together, fo,J. > - L2 "
- . Pissing fucking fuel all over the ground... long do you think it will go on for?” Many
the remainder of the shift. They would patrol \ A ) " .
. : They'd be bare foot running in there trying toanswered “Forevéer Others nodded in agree-
this way for safety until the sun came up.

get what they could,” added Scott. ment.

Standing around the truck, we talked to pas
the time. | asked what they thought about thi
assignment. Sergeant Cramdon answere

%egeant Cramdon continued, ‘8\got hit one As we pulled into the HQ, the officer gave the
Zime under 5JAlpha. It swept the whole under order to unload their weapons.
Side of a trailer out. Flames everywhere. This

“[Compared with the RegulafArmy] We're : > . R
more public friendly This was a telling state- truck was plazmgAnd they [k_|ds] _had the back “All Weapons are cleared.
f that [trailer] open, unloading it... MSR was

ment as it was rumored that tens Qf thousan Wo miles down the road, and that truck wad asked how long they would be deployed in
of RegularArmy troops were heading for the

New Orleans area. The conversation quickl half unloaded by the time that MSR patrol gotLouisiana?A soldier replied, “no ldea. Until

headed to their experiences in Irag, and hOévhere. A soldier proclaimed, “Any thieves or they tell us to go home.

the Vermont Guard approached their dutieﬁa:g);tizlqg around here, they got nothing on those

there. Nemesis is an autonomous supporter KAMP 9_5-3FM KHS5XIM
Oversees they were assigned to protect m“il_ntermittently throughout the night we would collective of NEFAC: Northeastern sDt(;r:;ce)nCtltPi/a?zc:zlrovéss elflzwl-?[)eci\i/;irt FCNcl)rEWLpPIZy)in
. board the truck and drive up and down Holm i i ists*
tary convoys passing through the Baghdad areq, . ="\ chiioh P Federation of Anarchist Communists: Houston,Texas. Our mission is to provide these
7 - . ghts would keep track of they.: . [ ) . . .
This is one of the most dangerous assgnmenﬁsassing landscape. From Holms we could se bilingual:fr/eng. | theory. | agitation | new Houston residents with the timely infor-
in the occupied region. the raised highwaﬁo, which lead over the ir-ect action. | social struggle | revo-  mation _that they have been otherwise unable
Mississippi Bridge into New Orleans. Iutlon.) to obtain, S,”Ch_ as school__enrollmen_t proce-
dures, vaccination availabilityand mail fof
warding assistance. The station is completely
"You don't need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows NEFAC.NET volunteer-operated and self-supporting.
Bob Dylan, "Subterranean Homesick Blues" news - opinons - anarchy www.evacuationradioservices.org



Vermont Guard Brings FoodTo Projects
PeopleTell of Police Abuse,
ExpressAnger at Feds

By David, 09/07/05

Jefferson Parish, LA, - On the afternoon of
Wednesday September 7thyermont National
Guard troops brought food and water, by truck,
into a number of poor and working class com-
munities in Jefferson Parish, just across the
river from New Orleans. Throughout the day
twelve Guardsmen distributed an estimated 900
meals to hurricane survivors.

The first destination was a housing project in

Tarrytown. The apartment buildings were two

story structures, built in the 1970s. These

projects are populated by poor Blacks. The

streets were littered with debris. Many build- Damaged police car in French Quarter (Photo: Dixie Block)
ings remained intact. Others showed signs of

Katrina's devastating winds. Electricity re-

mained outAt the floods height, waters flowed johnny White's has been open for 14 years, even during the hurricane
waist deep through this neighborhood. By thgphoto: Bradley)

time the Guard rolled through, the flood had

already subsided.

Before Katrina the projects were home to hun-
dreds.As the Guard arrived with provisions, it
appeared that only thirty or so remained. These
were the poorest of the poor; those who had
no means to leave on their own accord. Many
were children and elderlyhis neighborhood
received little aid prior to the Guagdarrival,
and none whatsoever for the first five days of
the disasterThe fire department refused to
bring supplies into the community without a
National Guard presence because of fear for
their safety

As the Guard drove slowly through the streets
passing out food and water, | followed, inter-
viewing residentsA young man named Renee
Rose, 16, made his way to the supplies. | asked
him what he thought of the governmente-
sponse to the crisis.

“l don’t think they done alright cause the power

should have been on by ngwsaid Rose. He 714 Desire § 9th Ward Community Center in the 9iWard, with

continued to talk about the state of his neighkitchen, wellness centedistribution and information center

borhood, “The community right here is falling )

apart.Ain't never been that many people who Mardi Gras Beads and the “X” (Photo: Bradley)

have left... we got a man who lived right here addressing local officials she becomes angryA Southern USAnarchist Satement on the Gulf Coast Disaster

got killed.” The rea_son for the killing, as well and proclaims, “People came here and drewhe Qate leaves 100,000 to @wn like rats, while people eveywhere open their hearts
as the perpetrator is unclear guns on us... The police... They were about tgnd homes

. ) ) beat up my [twelve year old] son on his birth-
That was his van right there, and they leftday because he told them not to search higs many as 20,000 people have been abandoned in the New Orleans Convention Center with no
See what they did ~the anger- they messed Wng. .. They came out from nowhere, just crepiesources and no anticipated relief. Meanwhile, National Guard units with submachine guns and
the van... see h°W" messed up it is? They jugfp on usWhen its dark we can’see nothing. hody armor prevent people from taking necessary food from places where it would otherwise go
went berserk, see?” The van he points to l0oky/e didnt know what was going ofthey draw  to waste, and call it "urban warfare.” Under capitalism, there is no such thing as "natural”
as if its been bludgeoned with sledge hammerguns on us, telling us to raise our hands up, yogisasters; horrible and unavoidable events are exacerbated by the callous acts of the ruling class.
The sides are smashed in, and the windows aggow —and everything. My little niece was right Examples include: the Irish potato famine of the 19th centamg the Somalian of the 20th,
broken. there, she had her baby and they still was drawghere food was taken by imperialist countries, like Britain and the US, instead of being used to
_ ng guns...We had no choice but to put oursave the starving population; the more recent hurricane disasters in Haiti shortly after the U.S.
| ask Renee what he thinks the future holds. *hands up or we’d get shot. They [the policelusted the only government which might have marshaled any aid to the Haitian people and
don't know | have no clue. Bush neec’is to comesaid ‘we saw you breaking into peoples carsieplaced it with a military junta; the tsunami disaster, which was aggravated by years of IMF and
down here and see h|n,1’self... I don’t think heand were gonna shoot somebgddy World Bank domination in the region that resulted in severe underdevelopment; and the present
would, but he needs to. situation in the Gulf Coast.
o o The woman claims that police shot and killed
Kathryn Nevels, 54, sits in a chair in front of ocal residents without just cause. “People hat'How did the ruling class contribute to this disaster? Having full knowledge that this would be a
her apartment. She also contends that the goMear to us done got shot. People we know gefevistating hurricane season, they chose to sink the 79 million dollars designated to repair the
ernment response to the storm was less thagiled. They [the police] got the permission toantiquated levee system into the Iraq quagmire. Furthermore, although they knew ahead of time
adequate. ‘9 tell the truth we wish it ?OUId be shoot them on sight.” that the hurricane would be at least a category 4 hurricane, and that the levee system could
better We wish it could be much better withstand no more than a category 3, the ruling class did not invest any serious resources into
_ o _ A strong looking man in his forties steppedevacuating the city of New Orleans and the surrounding area as the storm approached (and rich
Despite these misgivings, l\_leyels remains optiforward and said, “They draw guns on all of uspoliticians have the gall to accuse working-class people of carelessly staying in thésity}
mistic ab9ut the community'Everybody is  Every last one of my kids, my wife, and mymentioned, their first priority is to mobilize heavily-armed National Guard units who will shoot
fine, they're pitching in }°9¢thef and helpingnephew and everything.” people that are merely trying to find food, rather than to bring the necessary aid to the estimated
the best way we canie re just hoping that . 20,000 starving people at the Convention Center who will die if nothing is done (not to mention
once everything is over with our debt to soci-The man discusses the plight of those who wergther people in similar situations throughout the city). The politicians continue lying in a
ety is paid and we can rebuild and start all oveforced to loot food when government aid faileddesparate attempt to save their careers, making it increasingly clear that they have no concern
again.” She does not explain whom she feelgy arrive, “We got a lot of people who go getfor the lives of the people they've abandoned.
the people owe a debt to. food for their [family]. They [the police] killed
them, since the storm, in this neighborhood|n contrast, thousands of people have opened their homes to survivors in an amazing gesture of
| approached a group of four adults, thregn Manhattan [street] across the river and evsolidarity and compassion. Despite the State's citation of its ability to channel aid in times of
women and one man who all appeared to be igrything.All down here. [The police] have beenneed as a justification for its existance, it has again demonstrated how the constraints of capital-
their late thirties-early forties. This group wasshooting on the kids. They aren't saying freezgsm interfere with its ability to provide any sort of assistance. The incredible display of mutual aid
standing around a car loaded with belongingsr nothing. They shooting you in the head angn the part of the people gives further support for the anarchist argument that people can indeed
They immediately express their desire to leavgnat's bad.” develop a stateless society based on the adage "from each according totatelityh according
for Texas, but confess they have no gas. to necessity We hope to see that society become a reality somédeayfor now we declare our

wished to remain unnamed. Another resident, a woman in her late 30sgglidarity with those who have been abandoned, and, in hopes that others will join us, we demand

) attributed the alleged instances of police kill-the following:
A distraught woman, mother of thre«_a,‘tells Méngs to racism. “W got a lot of racist [White]
“everybody$ gone and we've bjaen_ living herecops that are taking advantage of this fact thathat the government immediately commandeer the necessary resources, such as transportation
for over five years, maybe side're just hang- j's supposed to be marshal |aand they're and shelter, in order to evacuate people from the city and ensure that they have adequate
ing on strong... I'm just trying to look after really taking advantage of it.” accomodations until it is possible to return to their homes or move on;
my chllld_ren...We’ got no gas, we got [some] An immediate end to national guard and police units attacking those looking for food
water in jugs..We're trying to keep [our home] with relative chaos still prevailing in Jeffersonimmediate distribution 0ALL necessary items (wateiood, clothing, etc.) during the process of
clean the best way we can, but it still has thearish, it is impossible to verify or discreditevacuation:
whole filth and smell in it. The damage is reakhese serious charges. It is also difficult to tellthe immediate resignation/dismissal and punishment of all decision-makers who neglected the
bad... I'm trying to get out of here. I'm trying if these alleged abuses are localized or wideesponsibility of repairing the levees or coordinating evacuations from the city while it was
to get toTexas. | dort’ care where | go as long spread. However, in the past 72 hours, similaossible, or who are responsible for National Guard and police units attacking those who are
as | get the fuck up out of here.” reports have been coming in from New Or-stealing” necessary items:

leans. | can report that the night before, whileNo conviction for any who were arrested while "stealing” food or any other necessity;

| ask how she assesses the local and federgh patrol with the Guard no more than a milean end to the price-gouging of oil which isfedting working-class people across the coyrigy
government response to the crisis. Her eyesway two local cops from the sheffé depart- price fixing if necessary:
become sharp. “They [the government] argnent pulled up to us. In the darkness they dithgequate aid to all people wishing to rebuild homes lost due to the negligence of capitalist
not handling it [the crisis] right. They're not not notice that a member of the press wagpliticians.
doing what they're supposed to do. If theypresent. | heard them tell the Guardsmen “no
were fo do what they were supposed to do, Wgne on this street is innocent.” They went orsolidarity with the victims of the Gulf Coast disaster! Solidarity with those who remain in
would be out of here right about néw to encourage the Guard to shoot people, angrecarious positions months after the tsunami disaster! Solidarity with those all across the globe
informed them that they would cover up suchyho have lost family or remain in refugee camps due to the disasters which the ruling class

Links: , events.As they pulled awaythey aimed their magnifies or the wars which it engineers!
katrina.indymedia.org PA system at area apartments, blaring the The Capital Terminus Collective
neworleans.indymedia.org sounds of a woman screaming date theVer .
katrina.mayfirst.org mont National Guard has not fired a weapon. Atlanta, Georgia

www.infoshop.orghurricanekatrina.html



Katrina’'s Heart of Darkness
The Devastated NinthWard
By David, 09/08/05

In the morning, | prepared to depart from
JohnnyWhite’s tavern in the French Quarter
to venture into the devastated Ninttard.
Before Katrina this was one of the poorest
sections of the city When the levees ruptured,
the area was submerged under many feet of
water The NinthWard was also the location
of much alleged shootings. Thousands of
Superdome refugees came from this neighbor-
hood.

| asked a bar patron, James La Lon, 62, for
directions to theward. He told me to head

Anarchists say:

END THE WAR! END THE STATE!

09/24/05

Many liberals feel that it was wrong to invade
Iraq; that, though the United States has used
the crime of 9/11 to justify a war for geopoliti-
cal power, wealth and oil and created disaster
upon disaster in that country has a responsi-
bility to stay there to restore order and to re-
pair a ruined infrastructure. Other liberals feel
Iraq should be handed over to R@ or the
U.N. But these are coalitions of imperialist
governments with motives similar to the U.S.
The Iragis will gain nothing by being occupied
by more foreign armies than bynostly just
one. Anarchists recognize that we cannot trust
the U.S. imperialist state to act any better than

three miles past Esplanade —away from the
Quarter “You cant miss it.” In addition to We turned right down Gordortr8et. We drove Medical Relief InAIgierS Continues
directions | also was given a warning to be carecarefully to avoid being ensnared by fallenLiz Highleyman, BARHC Report #4, 09/17/05
ful. He claimed to have been shot at a dozepower lines. The letters “DEA-OK” were
times while driving through three days before painted on a cement wall.Arrows pointed in - The medical relief effort at the Common
both directions. A few blocks away we made Ground clinic in theAlgiers neighborhood of
Myself and a local, Ride Hamilton, 29, a vol-out five military personnel on a front porch. New Orleans is shifting from "emergency re-
unteer first aid provider of Cheyenne decentIhey were battering down a doowe assumed sponse” to "primary care” mode. Many pa-
boarded my small red pick-up truck and headethey were looking for the dead and injuredle  tients now are repeat visitors. The clinic is well
north. | met this man an hour before at thélrove through the black putrid waters in theirstocked with first aid supplies and has a phon
bar Ride, six feet tall with long black hair direction. line and several donated computers. have everv right to armed resistance against
wore a blue “Sioux City” fire department shirt But, says BARHC's DrMichael Kozart, "pub- foreian oc?:/u ?ers We give no political 53 )
he bought in a thrift store. He found that the/Vhen we reached them | got out and ask, “havigc health conditions are so unpredictable.” H t% th piet fasci ? h p di P
uniform helped avoid hassles with the localyou been finding anyone® soldier replied, says they are still seeing dog bites, wounds, affé)lr fo dF‘T ts«etml-h§50|s S \g] o wou |mzos§] a
police. | was equipped with a press pass.  “No. Just dead bodies.” “Are you going to stariother types of emergencies. Business owners |gk|ous flcla ors |[t)hover ‘ efvmme'\‘/rll'dezr: E etr
clearing out the dead bodies?” The soldier apegan re-entering dry areas of the city thaﬁ(or ers of lrag or the rest o e Miadle £as
S

it has already On no account will the U.S. help
the Iragis gain real democracy and freedom
The U.S. must immediately withdraw from Iraq
and Afghanistan, and withdraw all support
from Israel. Supporting the continued occu-
pation of Iraq is a justification for the contin-
ued imposition of U.S. dominance.

Iraqi workers and peasants have the right to
Getermine the fate of their own countryfhey

As we drove away from Johnihite's it be- Swered, “No.” He gave me a cold look. Theand residents are scheduled to start coming bagk - e Vant the U.S. to lose its wars of aggres-

. : - ) on. We uge U.S. soldiers and their families
onversation was over

came eerily apparent that we were the onlg on Monday Th_e history of p_ast d|'_5asters hasto oppose this war and to demand the soldiers

shown that injury rates typically increase a

vehicle on the streets. In this sea of destruc- $e brouaht home nawWe support all dérts
tion trafiic laws no longer appliedWe took a In silence we headed back up to Rampart, theseople get into recovery and rebuilding efforts, | resistgmilitary recruitment 2? young people

one-way street the wrong way for a mile passouth out of the Ninttward. It will be many 4 off school ds. Th b
Esplanade. years before this community can count thewe anticipate a sharp increase in work vol-gn fs:n Ro _stc (;o gfroutr;] s.d ftere TES ed n((j)
ghosts which walk these wrecked streets. lgme once the evacuees return to the neighboj-c. i eglls fation for the drait must be ende

As we drew closer to the ward, we began to sewill be generations before they can be exorhood," says Kozart. "So many of them will immediately
large “x"s spray painted on the sides of evengised from the collective memories of the liv-need medication renewals and all sorts of oth
house. In each quadrant of the X were writtefng. services."
letters and numbers. In the top it read “9-6." . -
To the left, “TX-1." To the right, “NE." At Unfounded? Sories Violence and_Rape
the bottom, “1.” We correctly guessed that Countered By New Orleans Residents g 1o branch out to provide medical assistanc
these symbols we the record of a search cofy David, 09/11/05
ducted by the military or other government
agencies. The top obviously represented thblew Orleans, LA, - Initial media reports of maining residents in the French Quarter an
date of th_e search. The left, the unit thmdesprea_d violence and rape amongst hurrigssessed conditions in the Stfard. S_everal of in major industries. Womens rights were won
conducted it. The right was a code for the typ&ane survivors may have been overstated. The smaller towns around NOLA still have re-, . ) P

S L ; : : ; . . ) with consciousness-raising and mass demon-
of contamination found within. The bottom Associated Press is reporting that at both theejved little or no outside help. Expansion of trati Gav riahts b o b zed
number told the grim tale of how many bodiesCity Center, and the Superdome eyewitnessape Algiers efort has been hampered, how-> -ri |or:1$. ot rlg” > beg”a_m ° i recognlzle
were found. Again, these were on every housefailed to substantiate such claims. On the corever, by remaining floodwaters, a heavy mifi-Vith the Stonewall Rebellion.” The struggle

trary, many contend that it was the “thugs andary and police presence, and a shortage ggainst the war ivietnam was won with the

A mile past Esplanade we saw the first othegfiminals” who took the lead in rescuing peopleyolunteers. ia:]rr?he(;j L;eglsﬁri]tﬁelg teh?:tgflzsjﬁngegrfe;nodﬁ_
vehicles. Two military trucks rolled past. In keeping them fed, and providing water [‘Loot- strations. campus sgtrikeg wides regad draft re-
the back we could see the sullen faces of hagrs Denounced Butlso Called HeroesAP 9/2/  Two of the BARHC medics left NOLAoday ' P ' P

gard evacuees. Nobody bothered to wawee ~05]. National Public Radio has reported like-and Kozart - the only physician on site Whorsr:zti?]r;?ree’a?r?2niziv\\lllz:'ur§|0\r7eur22¥1tIpoglﬁee;":?gect-
continued. wise [ThisAmerican Life’9/11/05]. Many New  can write prescriptions - will be departing Mon-

Orleans residents | spoke with agreed. On Segray, Other action medics from the Bayea ?ng Dle"t‘r?crati or third tpartyl politi(t:ie_ags bet itd
The deeper into the neighborhood we got, théember 8th | asked city residents about suchnd elsewhere (including DC, Connecticut,”® gi?lgt th':ljsgtat??sesits\/vgjgcgr?’sﬁgczs:fucl)l asr:O
more debris littered the deserted streets. “Fuckllegations at the two open bars in the Frencltanada, and Montana) are still at the clinic an 9 ’ y stop

Bush. Them Bitches Flood Us,” was written inQuarter, both of which are also serving as commore will be arriving over the next couple = ' o In particular we should aim for po-

. . ; litical strikes, using the unique strategic power
munity centers. '
black spray paint across a battered brick wall! y weeks. of workers to stop society in its tracks, recre-

ating it on a new and better basis.

Al real popular gains have been won outside of

the electoral system. Slavery African-Ameri-

Also, as conditions permit, volunteers are try_(:ans in this country was ended with illegal run-
’ ’ aways, revolts, and, ultimatelwith a civil war

. - . Eegal segregation was defeated with civil dis-

in other parts of the city and surr_oundmg asbedience. Urban rebellions brought anti-dis-

eas. They have made contact with some Ire@:lrimination and affirmative action laws.

nions were won through mass sit-down strikes

Heading up Rampart Street we passed a tird0€ Belome, a bartender at Johtihite’s on  The volunteers irlgiers are working diligently

garage. A wirery Black man sat out in front. Bourbon Street takes issue with the recent stgo move the relief effort into local hands. Theyr, d oth ial evil db
The sign said “open.” He, along with the tworeotypes of violent looters. Joe paints a differhave been teaching residents basic medical pr -3 war elan other S_(I_)ﬁ'a evils are causs b yha
taverns operating in the French Quarter, repent picture. Referencing the large stockpiles o¢edures like how to take blood pressures an%a social system. They are not caused by the

resented the last outposts of commerce in thi®od and water accumulated behind the bar, hesad glucose levels. Hopefullgealthcare work- ad holicies of bolticians.At fhe heart of this
) lains that a portion of it was brought ands ; . system is capitalism, by which a few rich people
former city. explains p g rs at all levels will be among the returnlngd in off th Ith duced b I
donated by the very people who are being pofesidents. Trha_ln OI € Weta pro ucet y (zvgryone e ste.d
Soon we approached a small bridge crossing tsayed as criminals. I other orme. of onoreasion: of women.

- . by, all other forms of oppression: of women,
canal deep inta the N|ntW§1rd. A gate sat u i i i . : . Rl people of colarof poorer nations, of gay
across our path. Four National Guard troop$Street thugs are just donating things to Us t¢rimary care providers - especially those whcf bian  bi land t dered | d
stood watch with loaded M-16sWe ap- help people outThat's the kind of commu- can write prescriptions. Out of more than ases an, }JSTg.ua atn ”ratms-gt(;:;n ere thpeop (:‘_’ an
proached. | got out of the truck and presenfity we have here, " said Joe. dozen hospitals in the greater NOLA area, only, o "0 19 & 008 A 8 o
my press pass. They opened the gate and let us a handful are up and running. reaucrats pl't' . yl bb Pt d tr?tw-th t
in. Immediately the flooding began. Several blocks away at Molly; | spoke with p ) F:g' |C|a:1s,f Og_hyls S’t'an tot ers tha

the pubs owner Jim Monyham. Upon beingUnfortunately the governor's order allowing 312" OVer the r(;s o uﬂ; € nation sfihe 'S.T]
The road we drove on, North Rampart wa@isked about the initial reports from thegyt-of-state physicians to prescribe medicavwva}rr-]waglng machine in efserwce Od e ren.
sometimes drysometimes six inches underwa-Superdome, he becomes agitated. In a loud voigRins in Lousiana is expected to be rescindeg ot Wat[]_ prepﬁjrlrr]]g d(l)r \évar a? patyltng
ter. The side streets to our left were under todMonyham proclaims, “[the allegations of vio- pefore the end of the month (it remains un_Trward—” ere woud harcly be r(]ja I?In states.
much water to traverse. The water was blackence and rape] and not true! They are lies!” clear whether this order applies as well to nurse® "0 & Wars, We must end all ates.
and smelled like rotting meat. ractitioners and physician assistants). Medic : . - .

’ Mike Powls, 46, sits calmly at the bar drinkinggn the ground strrjegs that this woulzi pose g\lh? 'S revolutlor:e;ry Sgcﬁl.m anfarclrlnfnm- .

On the corner of St. Clair and Deslonde thé cold beerPrior to the storm he was a taroserious hardship, and encourage activists - i <. - mealnst ?jaf(zhl 'Ogtot a or:jns Ot
water deepened. The wreckage from the floogard reader in Jackson Square. Powls depictiafluding organizations such as Physicians fogpfprgssu:p. nfsdea ° t? ate, W? a votl:ae
and winds was like nothing | have ever seendf events contradicts the reports of generagocial ResponsibilityDoctorsWithout Bor ste:de(r)? (I:(;n igalisr?]mazrzljcv:fjtchfI:(rj];atigh
Sides of houses and roofs were ripped clean offfayhem. ders, and healthcare worker unions - to appl}gf self-mang ed W(;rk laces. industries. asso-
The tops of abandoned trucks were caked with pressure on Louisiana officials to allow out-of- . =&~ andg communpesTo chieve such a
mud. “I live right off of Rampart Street so | saw state providers to continue practicing there g ciety . bri q iarch

thousands of people leaving the Nintfard |ong as needed. ociety we must bring an end to patriarchy

We drove a half-mile further and still we sawand heading, unfortunatelyo the Superdome. VSV:;I:Z ngvgm:fyr:nr?agﬁse (xgll?r?té?%:rﬂgsh
no signs of the living. The tightly packed! saw people share the only pair of shoes thaealth professionals considering going to New boli p  EXprop .
had. 1 didn't see any acts of violence. olish the wage system and market economy;
houses were left alone. Here, a number of homédBey ha y Orleans to lend a hand should contact the L . : P
i~ ) le just trving to help one another.. . i ) nd seize the means of productions and distri-
were yet to have an ‘X’ to keep them com-Saw people | ying p state board in Baton Rouge at 225-763-576 ution for the benefit of society as a whole
pany The scene made me think of some kindhe people have been good. | haven't seep25-763-5770, or 225-763-5751 for the lat-rpic means nothing short of sogial " evolution.
of evil Venice that had been bombed and lef@ny problem with violence.” est status. People can also call Agiers clinic 9 '

; . which can only emerge from autonomous mass
for dead. ) ] ] for updates (504-361-9659), but keep in mmcﬁovements a):]d thegrevolutionar self-activ-
Powls continues, “This whole image of thethat staffing there is limited. y

The flooding worsened.To my left | saw a Poor people coming from the Nintard be- ity of the working class.
boat that had been heaved atop of a four-fodfid this uncontrolled mob is absolute BS. Like IFor more information on the Common Ground

fence. Trees were up-rooted and strewn acro§&id, | was right where the people were cominglinic, seewww.commongroundrelief.org.
the road. from, and | didn't have any problems with any-

one.”
Breaking the strange silence two empty mili-
tary trucks passed heading deeper intowlaed.  “The main thing [is] how humane the peopleThree days earlier | spoke with a New Orl¢
Did they expect to find survivors? were... Everybody said, ‘hello’, ‘how are you’, evacuee at a shelter in Baton Rouge. |The . . .
‘good luck.” They'd tell you where to go to get evacuee was a young Black man in his twe tieé\.lemes_IS Collective Baltimore, Maryland
Down a side street, still underwater, | saw emptyhings. It was heart warming, because evenasked him if “gang members” had been Flay_gemems@ngfac.net .
school busses. | assumed they never broughgople that were in worse shape than | was ing a positive or negative role in the crisis| In .apltal '_I'ermlnu_s CoIIectlvg,AtIant.a, Geor
people out. much worse shape, would do things that wereesponse he simply smiled, and said, “I'm il 9! capltaltermmus@gmall.gom ' )
helpful, and I'm very thankful for that... | saw here, ain’t 1?” Seattle NAF(NothwestAnarcmst Federation)
the best of people, and that includes people acus@nafederation.org
from the NinthWard,” recalls Powls.

Open City Anarchist Collective, New York

City, opencity@nefac.net

PO Box 250-159, Columbia University Sta-
tion, NY, NY 10025

anglttp://wwwnefac.net/ secretary@nefac.net




Hurricane Katrina, and the Good Enter the churches.
Churchgoers of the U.S. South

By prole cat, CapitaTerminus Collective The churches assure us all that it is not possible

to be giving and caring, all the tim&/e are
born into sin. It is normal to live under the
watchful eye of security cameras, to sleep with
a loaded gun under one's pillote hoard one's
goods, and to gouge one's neighbiet the
buyer beware". It is just human nature, they
claim, to lie and cheat and strive to dominate,
to separate ourselves into bosses, and servants
of the bossesTwas ever thus. "There will be
poor among us always." It can't be help&dd

it is a rarity- no, it is a by-god miracle- when a
storm wrecks havoc on a region, and the people
come together to help each other

Like many frustrated Southerners in the after-
math of the hurricane named Katrina, | drove
a small truck-and-trailer full of food and water
to South Mississippi. | met some refugees at a
camp site, during the trip down. They appeared
to be poor whites. One, a native of Bay St.
Louis, was snarling against the "looters", using
racial epithets. When informed that | planned
to take food straight to the hungry people in
the streets, this man (who had already taken
offense when | challenged his bigotry) snorted,
"Good. You gone find out then. Grea¥ou go
right ahead." His words left me more deter-

? And miracles, though awesome, are of course
mined than ever

brief. When the crisis and its attendant miracle
are past, it will be time to go back to "reality”,
to hoarding and gouging and cheating and most
of all, to turning a blind eye to the suffering of
our sisters and brothend/e will return to blam-
ing the victims, and insist that "if they were
not so lazy they would get jobs, and not be
poor anymore." By treating compassion as
something alien to humanjtyhe churches du-
tifully play their role in this sorry state of
affairs.

Later that night, one of the man's campmates
approached me. He had been told of my plans.
He was on the verge of tears. "Hey man, I'm
not wanting to be all hateful, or racist, or any-
thing. Really I'm not. But please, please don't
just drive down there, and open up your truck,
and start giving stiifaway Please don'tYou
don't know these peopl&ou don't know what
it's like, down there."

He seemed sincere. His words accomplished
what neither his friend's words, nor the media
news reports, had been able to. | hadn't been
frightened before. But now | was scared.

The mystery is solved. Now we know why the
politicians and their commanders, the corpo-
rate bigwigs, grant the various churches access
and permissions that are denied to so many
Because they can't trust anyone else with the

The role of the good church people job

We went first to the rural town &iiggens, but
relief had arrived there earlier in the daye
went to Poplarsville, which was militarized to
an alarming degree. Soldiers carrying
submachine guns guarded the gas pumps. (As it
turned out, President Bush was doing a photo
op in Poplarsville that dayA National Guards-
men with rank told us that aid was still desper-
ately needed (ironically enough) in Bay St.
Louis, sixty miles outside of New Orleans. So
we took of. (We believed New Orleans itself
to be unapproachable due to martial .Jaw

Katrina's Real Name
by Ross Gelbspan

The hurricane that struck Louisiana yesterday
was nicknamed Katrina by the Natiovdeather
Service. Its real name is global warming.

As the atmosphere warms, it generates longer
droughts, more-intense downpours, more-fre-
guent heat waves, and more-severe storms.

Although Katrina began as a relatively small

The sunlight was beginning to dim on the sec- Receding waters leaves empty boat by a church (photo: Dixie Block) hurricane that glanced off south Florida, it was
ond day of our trip as we approached Bay Sli supercharged with extraordinary intensity by

. . . "was touched. | have long been antagonistic t8o | had my answer the relatively blistering sea surface tempera-
Louis. Adding to my apprehension, was thethe self-righteous evangelicals of my region. tures in the Gulf of Mexico.

otherworldly sight of automobiles upended "NBut here they were, in the vanguard of somélere is how it works: the little country churches

?;2'?395 g;ti:]ee;' Nelci)ttr?é?cﬁtrsov\\’lvfrtehepreerct?e?h'ﬂne, compassionate worlkk new evaluation of are granted an exemption from the restrictionshe consequences are as heartbreaking as they
. p ’ Y M eir role in our society was surely in order that the government (working for the corporaare terrifying.
wind, or perhaps nested there as the flood wa- tions) places on everyone else. For example

ters recedgd._Cars travlehn? °’.‘|.the roadh_b?canilre]z addition to my newfound appreciation forchurches are allowed to give food away the Unfortunately very few people iPAmerica

rare, consisting mostly of military vehic €S- these kindhearted individuals, | was also movedame time that kids doling out chow under thgnow the real name of Hurricane Katrina be-

Power was out, and so of course no gasoling . - -

was available. Occasionally a man in a buck (ﬁ' Wc:nder, Why does the government aIIoWoann(_er of Eood Not Bombs are'prosecuted f@@.u'se the coal and oil |ndustr|es.ha_1ve spent

truck with a chainsaw was in evidence. | d;t is?" It has long been apparent that the gowending without a business license. Hecknillions of dollars to keep the public in doubt

cided against camping in the arasle Woluld ernment and the corporatlons demand_a_mm—hurches don't even have Fo pay taxes! In exhout the issue.

drop the food as close as we could get to thnopoly on powerThey either e_absorb, or |nf|l- change for all this special Frgatment, the

people who needed it, and then get the hell Of{ate and destrgyunions, qctlve com'munlty phurchgs agree Fo pr.omote thg fiction that "charhe reason is simpléfo allow the climate to

before nightfall. | fo’r one, had a family to groups, food coops, .c_oordlnate('j aml-war acny",. giving, helplng, is somet'hlng otherV\_/orIdIy stabilize requires humanity to cut its use of coal

return to Y ' tivists, grassroots political organizations of all"spiritual”, exceptional. Helping out a sister irand oil by 70 percent. That, of course, threat-

’ types, in short, any and everything that triesieed, they insist, runs counter to "human nans the survival of one of the largest commer-

. . to operate outside the framework of the marture”. Only the mystical "Lord" can make acial enterprises in histor

g\irg]cig dmug?:\}vg: dz grﬁggiﬂaﬁgxgge:f;azoriet place, and its corollarghe election booth. _person give. P Y

the nearest exchange point for relief aidas Ut churches are granted a remarkable, an in- . o . In 1995, public utility hearings in Minnesota

this what | had traveled so far to do. hand th((e:redlble, amount of latitude. For example, evdt is all lies, of courseTo .begln with, science hasfound that the coal industry had paid more than

supplies over o the U.S governmené who haSryone had been warned not to try to take footbng known that there is no such thing as "hu;l million to four scientists who were public

already demonstrated 'th.eir callous in’dif'ferencémof or even near to,'NeW Orleans, becausman nqture". Tr_1e behaV|or_ of the human anitissenters on global warmingnd ExxonMobil

to all but the richest people in the ardaRnot putting a stqp to "Ioc_)tlng" ar_ld .“Iawlessne_ss"'mal varies so widely according 'to the surrounchas spent more than $13 million since 1998

in my stomach tightened as we advanced was being given a higher priority than relief.ing conditions, that talk of the innate goodnessn an anti-global warming public relations and
" "If you go near the soldiers guarding the storesof humanity or its evil nature, is nonsensical. |obbying campaign.

r}/ou might get shot", was the clear-if-implicit

roads. In the parking lot of a darkened K_lvlartmessage. But here were these good, simpMe do, howeverha_ve instincts, that vv_ere'honedn 2000, big oil and big coal scored their biggest

a Iarg;e tent had been erected. People were bus’ﬁeople from the _far corner dflabama, a scant by eons of evolution. The degpest |nst|_ncts @flectoral victory yet when President George

unloading food and water froh trucks. and Car_s}‘lx_ty miles out5|dg of New Orleans, gctuallywom_en and men, aftgr tendlng to their owRv. Bush was elected president -- and subse-

rying them into the tent. Smoke roée from abelng allowed to give food away- out in front'survwal' and that of their children, runs to h(_elpquenﬂy took suggestions from the industry for

large grill out back of thé tenAll around the of a store! For \_Nhat reason, | W_ondered, weréng their fellows. prthe bosses know this.his climate and energy policies.

tent, people sorted through biles of Clothesthey granted this exemption? Did the governThe CEQ_s and poIltlman; know that we havg to

carr)’/ing away what they needed, without pay_t’nent have a secret_ soft spot, reserved solelye cor_]dltloned_ to be selfish and fear our neiglks the pace of climate change accelerates,

ing. Inside the tent, blacks and V\’/hites mingleéor born_—agaln C?hrlstlans? Or was there a darkehors, if the reign of the corporate marketplacgany researchers fear we have already entered

without apparent distinction. Immediatelyunderlymg motive? is to continueAnd they also know that when aa period of irreversible runaway climate change.

upon approaching, we were offered a meal. IThe role of the Deity disaster strikes, they can't stop us from helping
the short time we were there, we saw a pair of each other, in the process doing an end rytgainst this background, the ignorance of the

. . . . . . around the structures of domination, thal- i i i
men in cheap jeans and mill-worker tee shirt®\ man approached my traveling companio American public about global warming stands

approach, carrying canned goods wrapped i(who had recently had a finger surgically re'_]”narts and Exxon stations and government ogut as an indictment of the US media.

the stomach portion of their shirts. Presummoved, due to disease.) The stranger took fices. The U.S. government can barely subdue
ably, instead of hoarding, they were bringingfriend's crippled hand in his, and petitioned e Iragi people right now; they don't havavhen the US press has bothered to cover the

. S . ) > nough soldiers left, to put the entire SoutbBubject of global warming, it has focused al-
what little _they‘had, and throwm‘g it into the Goc_i, through our Savior Jesus Chrl_st . to he{nder martial lawand so prevent the free exmost exclusively on its political and diplomatic
common pile with everyone else's. It was thehe illness that caused the deformifshis, |

polar opposite of all the looting, murder, andfound more spooky than touchingo change change of goods (as was done in New Orleanglspects and not on what the warming is doing

. L - . Because they can't physically stop us, they hawe our agriculture, water supplies, plant and
rape that we had been told to expect. the subject away from invisible Physicians Ny find a way to limit the damage, to make surgnimal life, public health, and weather

We began to unload the truck. | was so relieveg:iz Sg;(gnlefggncveorﬁ(e(tjh::?:/:svéiisnsogg)?\emilr?rtﬁythat-When- the crisis is passed, we don't continue

not to have to give up the goé)ds to the goverrparlydng lot % give things to one another (and so undermirmr years, the fossil fuel industry has lobbied

ment soldiers, | never thought to ask under ' the buying and selling that they spend millionghe media to accord the same weight to a hand-

whose author’ity (if anyone's) the operationThe man replied, "It's the Lord's work, son of dollars to promote, on television and elsetul of global warming skeptics that it accords

was being carried out. But as we stacked boXhe Lord is doiné; it allWe're born into ’sin where.) They have to, they must, have a meanRe findings of the Intergovernmental Panel
’ ) ’ ,in the months following a disaster in which comon Climate Change -- more than 2,000 scien-

after box, | was hardly surprised to note crossesnd left to our own devices, we would rip eacr]ﬂ o : : . ; .
o - . . ! unities have come together in sharing, to co
hanging from chains around the necks of mangther up, just like you see oRV. Only the the good, common folkgs back into thegold rouérzssi;rnosm 100 countries reporting to the United

of the relief workers, and Christian messagegrace of God can heal your friend's hand, of; h "

on tee shirts. This was Deep Dixie, after all. Imake a sinner help his brottier fines of acting selfishly
struck up a conversation. | learned that a circle

of volunteers from a small Baptist church in

Then we came to the intersection of two mai

Today with the science having become even
more robust -- and the impacts as visible as the

southeasiAlabama, near Mobile, had been in-"We have always lived in slums and holes in the wadl. Wil know how to accommodate meg_astorm that covered much of the Gulf O_f
strumental in organizing the particular reliefourselves for a while. Fpyou must not fget, we also know how to build. It is we the WorkersmeXICO - th? press bears a ;hare ,Of the gL_“It
site we had stumbled up owe had been saved who built these palaces and cities éen Spain and irAmerica and evegwhee. \\, the for our sglf-mdgced destruction with the oil
from the clutches of the soldiers, by commorworkers, can build others to take their pladend better ones! ®arm not in the least afraid of and coal industries.

folks who had organized among themselvesiuins. V& are going to inherit the e#n; there is not the slightest doubt about that. The
And they had done so, in large part, by emboumgeoisie might blast anduin its own world befar it leaves the stage of hisyoMé cary a
ploying the mostly unofficial networks of their new world here, in our hearts. That world is growing this minut&tenaventura Durruti

Ross Gelbspan is author of "The Heat Is On"
and "Boiling Point."



APOC Conference Postponed

The Anarchist People of Color Conference
scheduled for October 7-9, 2005 in Houston,
Texas has been postponed due to a myriad of
urgent circumstances and the need for local
organizers to turn their attention to commu-
nity efforts in this demanding time in our re-
gion. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
the addition of over 100, 000 new and tempo-
rary residents from the Gulf coast, Houston is
short on help from the radical community

We need to focus priorities on helping grassroots
efforts for hurricane survivors who have been
intentionally left behind and set-up by an arro-
gant capitalist state. It is easy to say that we
should continue with the conference as sched-
uled, but our reality is the reality of most radi-
cal communities in this countryVe are in the
process of building strength as the world around
us falls apart.

Houston is the epicenter of many struggles right
now and it needs its own community members
to figure out what is needed here before we
move forward with a national conference within
a month. There are many community efforts
going on in Houston and not enough being done
by the larger radical community in terms of
support.We need educators, food, supplies and
especially money for community organizations
that are supporting Katrina evacueAsclear
inghouse is in the works of community cen-
ters, churches and shelters that are housing
people.

Additionally, Houston is preparing itself for
the coming of the racist border vigilante group,
the MinutemenVarious community aaniz-
ers have been readying themselves for direct
actions, community patrols, and poster cam-
paigns. Not to mention the impending state
lynching of Frances Newton thi&/ednesday
September 14th. While our hearts are heavy
and the mind overburdened-we must ready the
fight. Houstons gonna popWith all of this

going on in our communitywe realize that White Supremacy Free Zone (Photo: Bradley) But don't expect the mainstream media to tell
having additional people is not conducive to you anything negative about the New Orleans
the needs that we have of building our foundaKanye West is My Hero Police Department. Their time will likely be

tions and preparing ourselves adequately foBy Justin Felux, Counterpunch, 09/05/05 devoted to unsubstantiated stories that play
what's to comeWe need some extra time, we into popular white fears about blacks -- stories

need to prioritize and focus. With the date "l hate the way they portray us in the medfau see a black family and they say we are lootingbout wild, black savages engaging in theft,
postponed, this conference can only be biggerou see a white family and they say they are looking for féod, you know its been five days murder, rape, and even cannibalism. White folks
and stronger than our last. because most of the peofl&E black ...We already realize a lot of the people that could help aveéll eat it up like candyand the ratings will

at war right now fighting another wayAnd now they've given them permission to go down angpar accordinglyln a time when we are being
Concessions for th&POC 2005 conference shoot us. George Bush doesn't care about black people.” bombarded by so many images and statements
have been put into place. Space is confirmed, Kanye West, speaking to a nationally televised audience on NBC which seem designed to bring out the worst in
we have the fundraising in motion, we have the us, it's very refreshing to see someone like
schedules, we have the vision and ultimatelyWe've never seen anything like this before." | have heard this phrase repeated several tineanpgWest step up and call a spade a spade.
we have the will and the strength to put ithnewscasters describing the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina. However, as | watchdettRemake sure he still has a career to go back
together We are simply asking for solidarity footage of all those black bodies desperately trudging through dirty flood waters, | realized tita@fter the dust settles. First and foremost we
and support in our decision to move it back tactually had seen something exactly like this before. It was one year ago, when Hurricane Je@ie donate money to the relief efforts, but
March.As we move forward, we ask for more slammed against the coasts of Haiti, a country which like New Orleans is both poor and blackil TWld also be a good idea cop Kanye's new
input and debate, for more voices to be infloods and mud slides ended up killing thousands of Haitians. The media gave scant attent®hu, Late Registration. It's a classic.
volved in the planning of the eveiwe have a the matter for a few days; just long enough to get some sexy footage of houses being destroyed and
great need for discussions to happen at ousalleys filled with floodwaterEnough to boost ratings for a while. Shortly after that, they packédstin Felux is a writer and activist based in San
event.What is our direction®e have a need up their equipment and got out of there faster than you can say "racist indifference." Antonio, Texas.
to figure out how to build solid networks, foun-
dations and goals; engage in a critical analysi§he United States rendered so little aid as to be insignificant, and before long the entire indld#@United Houma Nation in Need
create strategies and define common visiondiad faded from the minds of mosmericans.There were few cries of outrage over the fact thdndymedia, 09/20/2005
goals. In the coming weeks, we will be settinghis country couldn't care less about the deaths of thousands of black people, but devotes countless
up a conference specific website with discushours of TV time to the latest Missing Pretty White Girl (I believe at the time it was Dru Sjodihe 15,000 members of the United Houma
sion forums, room for debate, and more infornot Natalie Holloway). But people dying in Haiti is one thidgnericans have always found it Nation branch out across the most southeast-
mation about what is going on in the Belly ofeasy to dismiss the deaths of those from other countries, especially when those countries aenfpihurt of Louisiana. Of them, at least 3,400

the Beast. of dark-skinned people. But who would think our government would allow something equlllye been direly affected by Hurricane Katrina,

devastating to happen to people on our own soil -- to people who are full-flédgedcan the homes of approximately 1,000 remain un-
New and established community organizationsitizens (in theoryanyway)? derwater, and the plight of all have been largely
are creating mechanisms for support where ignored by the federal government and main-

people can plug in. Right newgive your sup- Enter KanyeWest. The future of hip hopAn artist who more than compensates for his lesstream media alike.
port in various ways. If you had in your plansthan-stellar skills as an emcee with his resteeirp wit and passion for justice and equalityt to
to come to Houston alreadgome.There will mention his bravado. It's hard to imagine any rapper since Tupac Shakur having the guts to get
be ways to plug in and be a resource. Let us tallrolic with the Commanden-Chief on nationallV. He will undoubtedly be savaged by detrac-
about the format of the conference and howors on the right and the left for "politicizing" a fundraiser to aid the victims of the flooding.
we can use the coming months to have a solidowever, | have little doubt that Kanye was saying exactly what most of the black residents of
foundation. New Orleans are thinking right at this momehs. Kanye said on his last album, "Racism's still
alive, they've just been concealin' it," but it's in times of crisis such as this orfertbata begins
There is also work at home, noRuild parallel to show its true colors, and "black" isn't one of them.
institutions that foster self-determination, self-
definition, unity courage and hope. People inThe truth is, Kanyé@Vest didn't "politicize” a damn thing. Ge'W. Bush did.The hurricane
our communities know what is going on, nowbecame a political issue the second Bush decided there were more important priorities than
more than everHow do we serve their needsshoring up the preventive measures in New Orleans; such as giving tax cuts to billionaires and
and unite them across cultural and economitaunching an evil, imperialist war against the people of Iraq. Hurricane Ivan made it abundantly
lines to take this system down by creating thelear that New Orleans was unprepared to deal with such a catastrophe if one were tbadgur Still federally unrecognized by the U.S. gov-
alternative? Get together with other people oBush could be half the statesman Fidel Castro is. The Cuban government managed to eveouagnt, the Houma's calls for help have too

color in your cities, communities and regions.over a million people, and didn't lose a single life to Hurricane Ivan. remained unheeded by the same authoFitr
Build for March. If you can come help before, tunately the Houma can count on allies such as
let us know and we will set you upVe look In fact, I'd say Kanye was far too generous. Bush, as well as some of the other players in this tataMational Congress éfmerican Indians and
forward to seeing you in March! don't simply "not care about" black peoplehey have been proactive oppressordAfiican the Common Ground Collective. NCAI and the
Americans for yearsAs Texas governorBush never met a death certificate he didn't lke.a National Indian GamingAssociation have
In Struggle, from the Heart of the Beast, result, he is personally responsible for the executions of numerous black men. Mississigpiised up in a million-dollar fundraising effort
Karla Aguilar and HeatheAjani-Villalobos. governor Haley Barbour warned that all "looters" would be dealt with "ruthlé§dlis is a man to benefit all of the tribes in the affected areas
who has been linked to the Council of Conservative Citizens, a group started from the V@hifdabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi. Mean-
You can make cash donations or send Citizen's Councils of the civil rights era. These were groups committed to the preservation ofvike, the Common Ground Collective of the

supplies from the list below to the following Crow and had intimate connections and overlapping membership with the Ku KluxAgldrthe Algiers neighborhood of New Orleans sent one
address and they will be distributed directly toNew Orleans Police Department doesn't need a "shoot to kill" order from the governor torupk loaded with food and ice todaAnother

people of color grassroots community about attacking black folks. New Orleans consistently ranks among the top cities in the nuinizk stocked with gasoline, water, and medi-
centers in HoustonrAPOC-Houston, PO Box of citizen complaints of police brutalityust last month, a black man named Raymond Robaine, should be hitting the road tomorrow
667110, Houston, TX 77266-7110 died after the police brought him to the hospital. Witnesses observed the cops brutally beating

him, leaving him with four broken ribs and a ruptured spleen. Throughout their historythe Houma have re-
Items you can donate: Cash, Non-perishable built and relocated after each displacement, be
food items, Personal Hygiene, Diapers, Cartridges for Katrina? The white supremacists are supposedly collecting ammunition to ibé&ecause of natural disasters or man-made op-
Blankets;Women and Mers clothing (all donated to racist vigilantes for confirmed kills of black “looters”. The despicable ideologipe#ssion. How many times must a people rec-

sizes), Lage/X-Lage Womens Underclothes descendents of the KKK are still capable of spreading misdtight them! Protest white reate themselves before the simple recogni-
(bras and underwear), Gas cards, phone cardsupremacists at the Geya Peach Museum on Oct. 1, 2005 Tempe, Geogia. See tion of their existence is finally granted?
grocery cards (Randadl HEB, Kroger etc.) onepeoplesproject.comfor details.



